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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Tables for the
Determination of the Rock-Forming Minerals: With a Chapter
on the Petrological Microscope There is probably no branch of
geology in which an unaided student has more difficulty in
making a start than in the microscopic study of rocks. This is
especially to be regretted, as it is now recognised that this
method of research is indispensable for any accurate work on
the igneous rocks. Many a resident on the great volcanic
plateaux of India, Africa, or America, or on the vast tracts of
gneiss and schists which form such a large proportion of the
earth s crust, is debarred from geological work by the difficulty
of identifying minerals under the microscope. Thus our
knowledge of many of these areas is very deficient, for they are
only known by occasional rapid traverses; and the problems
they present are so complex that they can only be fully worked
out by a resident or by a thorough survey. Elementary students
feel the difficulty, though they have the advantage of personal
instruction. Probably every one who...
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