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representative constitutional democracy with a population of
approximately 9.7 million, plus an estimated 900,000 to 1.2
million undocumented immigrants, mostly Haitians or their
descendants. In May 2012 voters elected Danilo Medina of the
Dominican Liberation Party (PLD) as president for a four-year
term. Impartial outside observers assessed these elections as
generally free and orderly despite irregularities, including voter
fraud, unequal access to the media, and inadequacies in the
legal framework that regulates the use of public resources and
campaign financing. Authorities failed at times to maintain
effective control over the security forces. In some instances
elements of the security forces committed human rights abuses.
The most serious human rights problems were discrimination
against Haitian migrants and their descendants, including the
Constitutional Tribunal s September ruling that stated that
descendants of individuals considered to be illegally in the
country, most of whom are of Haitian descent, are not entitled
to Dominican nationality, as well as violence against women,
including domestic abuse, rape, and femicide. Other human
rights problems included extrajudicial killings by security
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