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found in the wilderness of the New World adventures no less hardy, and near as strange, as any fabled one
encountered by knight of old. It is easily half forgotten that our continent has its chronicles which link us with
the age of chivalry; that its soil once sustained the march of men armed cap-a-pie, as bold of heart, greedy for
renown, and thirsty for blood, as ever a crusader. They came, proof-valiant against all peril; of a fire-eating,
eager courage surpassed alone by their truculence and cruelty; of a courage to meet not only dangers real, but
a myriad direful ones born of fancy. For they were, withal, men of imagination and fine, wide credulity. They
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