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Butler: With His Letters and Speeches on Various Subjects Notices of this accomplished soldier will be found in
Marshall s Life of Washington, pages 290,311,420. In Gen. St. Clair s report, in the American Museum, Volume XI.
page 44, appendix. William Butler, the second son, was an officer throughout the revolutionary war, rose to the
rank of colonel, and was in many of the severest battles. He was the favorite of the family, and was boasted of
by this race of heroes as the coolest and boldest man in battle they had ever known. When the army was greatly
reduced in rank and file, and there were many superfluous officers, they organized themselves into a separate
corps, and elected him to the command. General Washington declined receiving this novel corps of
commissioned soldiers, but, in a proud testimonial, did honor to their devoted patriotism. Of Thomas Butler,
the third son, we glean the following facts from the American Biographical Dictionary. In the year 1776, whilst
he was a student of law in the office of the eminent Judge Wilson, of Philadelphia, he left his pursuit and joined
the army as a subaltern. He soon obtained the command of a company, in which he continued to the close of
the revolutionary war. He was in almost every action fought in the middle States, during the war. At the battle
of Brandywine he received the thanks of Washington on the field of battle, through his aid-de-camp Gen.
Hamilton, for his intrepid conduct in rallying a detachment of retreating troops, and giving the enemy a severe
fire. At the...
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